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Dear Friends, 
I am happy to hand to each one of 
you Number 2 of “The Voice of 
District 209”. This is a Special 
Edition for the 45th Assembly of 
District 209, Italy. 
It is a tribute to our District 
Chairman, Antonella Taffoni 
Roncarolo, for her tireless effort in 
the Inner Wheel, and to her city, 
Grottammare. This City has been 
defined as "the pearl of the Adriatic 
Sea" due to its suggestive sites, its 
beaches, and its rich vegetation, that 
hosts us for a few days. 
It is a tribute to all of You, my dear 
Friends, who participate, with great enthusiasm, in our assemblies and in all other 
important District events. 
This 45thAssembly takes place in Grottammare, which welcomes us with the 
warmth and hospitality that is typical of the cities that are located on the sea. This 
Assembly starts the new Social Year 2017-2018. A year that will leave a lasting 
Legacy in the history of our District, thanks to the personal contribution from all 
of us. 
Let’s remember that nothing can be achieved alone!  
This is an important Inner Wheel year, with: the 17th International Convention in 
Melbourne, Australia, the visit of the International President, Kapila Gupta to our 
District 209, the District trip to Graz, that will strengthen our friendship, and 
obviously with our humanitarian services, and all of the cultural events.  
All of us, together, will live touching moments, and we will be glad and honored to 
belong in our precious Inner Wheel. 
I wish all of you, my dear Friends a good Assembly! 
 
                                                                                                           Marialuisa 
 
 
                              

DISTRICT 209 – ITALY– International Inner Wheel 

Editor   2017-2018 

Marialuisa Pallotta Evangelista 
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A YEAR OF INNER WHEEL BETWEEN SERVICES AND FRIENDSHIP 

 

 

Dear Friends, 
welcome to Grottammare, my beautiful 
City that embraces you with the arms of 
its oleanders, palm trees and turquoise sea, 
like the poet and editor of the beat 
generation, Lawrence Ferlinghetti wrote 
in a verse.  
Welcome to the City of Pope Sisto V, the 
urbanist Pope of the 16th century who 
reinvented the Roman viability of his 
epoch with great operas, which the Via 
Sistina is the most important of them.  
Welcome to the City of Pericle Fazzini, the 
“sculptor of the wind” as his friend 
Giuseppe Ungaretti defined him. He is 
author of the “Resurrection” of the Sala 
Nervi in the Vatican. 
With the 45th District Assembly, the Inner 
Wheel year actively starts. We are 
promoters and planners of projects that will bring in a sign of hope to all those 
people that were struck by the earthquake in 2016. This beautiful land where you 
are now, only one year ago had already assisted to death and damage. To make 
matters worse, on October 30th, on a sunny Sunday morning, the earthquake came 
back to destroy the ancient towns of our Sibillin Mountains. 
The state machinery moved right away, and slowly and with many difficulties, 
reconstruction has started. 
Also we, Inner Wheel Members, must be there. It is our duty to strive so that the 
religious and anthropological witnesses of our history and culture will not be a 
heap of rubble. Let’s make them constant witnesses for the women and men of our 
epoch, and for the future generations. 
Our International President Kapila Gupta invites us to “Leave a lasting Legacy”. 
We will do it with our commitment and our enthusiasm. I am sure.  
                                                                                              

Antonella 

                                             

 

 



 

  Translated by your Webmaster Franca Sabatini Daniele 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

A SANBENEDETTESE LEADING THE INNER WHEEL 

 
 

 
 

The newspaper CORRIERE ADRIATICO dedicated this page to the Inner Wheel District 209 and  
to our District Chairman Antonella for all the effort spent in helping the populations struck by  
the earthquake in 2016. 

 



 

  Translated by your Webmaster Franca Sabatini Daniele 

 

 

 

THE SCULPTOR OF THE WIND 

 

 

 

PERICLE FAZZINI 

 

 

Pericle Fazzini was born in Grottammare in 

1913. He began to carve when he was very 

young in his family’s carpentry. In 1930 he 

moved to Rome where he attended the 

courses at the Scuola Libera del Nudo. He 

spent the years of the war in Dalmatia, then 

he returned to Rome and a new productive 

period began. During this period, he created 

the Resurrection, to which he devoted seven 

years of his life. The Resurrection was started 

in 1970, and it was exposed in the Sala Nervi, 

in Rome in 1977. This opera conferred 

internationally to Pericle Fazzini who died in 

Rome ten years later. 

In 1997, a small collection of works, mostly 

drawings and lithographs of the Sculptor, was 

already present in the Grottammare 

Municipal Library, with the aim of creating a 

place, in the Sculptor’s hometown that would 

perpetuate, preserve his memory and spread 

his art. 
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In the Tower of uptown Grottammare, a 
Museum exists, excavated in the mountain 
near the sea. It is dedicated to Pericle Fazzini, 
“the sculptor of the wind”, as his friend 
Giuseppe Ungaretti called him. Pericle Fazzini 
is an artist who has always kept strong ties 
with the landscape of his native land, between 
hill and sea. The Sculptor’s Opera is exposed 
here confirming the sound relation with the 
landscape. In this way his works are given back 
to the places that he loved so much. 

In 2004, the City Council decided to dedicate a 
space that could permanently collect all his 
works. 
To this end, an ad hoc site was created, 
retrieving the splendid Tower of the Battle. 
This is a fortress of the 16th century which is 
part of the Walls of the Castle of 
Grottammare. Among the works, various 
bronze and gold sculptures, drawings, 
lithographs, engravings, pastels with nature 
subjects (marines, flying seagulls, rocks and 
vegetation), two portraits of Giuseppe 
Ungaretti, and the basque that belonged to 
the great Poet, sacred silver subjects, bronze 
bas-releifs such as “The Furrow” are 
noteworthy. 
A large part of the works, about 140 pieces, 
come from the collection of Lisa Schneider, 
who was the Artist's model. The 
exceptionality of this section lies in the fact 
that these are unique pieces donated by the 
Artist to his own model, expressing in this an 
unusual "private" personality. There are also 
several drawings documenting the 
preparatory phases of the Resurrection and a 
silver sketch of the it.  

 

 

A curiosity is the polystyrene seat created by 
the Artist to allow Pope Paul VI to sit down 
during the processing stages and watch the 
birth of the great sculpture for the Sala delle 
Udienze. 

In the urban plot of seaside Grottammare, 
two works of the “sculptor of the wind” can be 
admired: the sketch for the “Kennedy 
Monument”, which is located in Piazza 
Fazzini; and “The Boy with the Gulls”, situated 
at the beginning of the northern bicycle track. 
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A TRIBUTE TO GROTTAMMARE THROUGH THE POEM OF LAWRENCE FERLINGHETTI 

“THE SEA INSIDE US” 
 

 

 

 

 

Year 1990.  

The American poet of the beat generation Lawrence 

Ferlinghetti was going to Pescara by train, during one 

of his many trips to Italy looking for his roots. 

The train stopped at Grottammare because of a train 

failure.  

The gaze of a poet is never a trivial one.  Maybe 

inspired by the sea breeze, Ferlinghetti, all at once 

wrote this poem on his diary. 

(Please note, as if often happens to native English 

speakers, Ferlinghetti writes the name of the City of 

Grottammare with only one “m”). 

 

 
Grottamare with its sea caves 
echoing 
along the Adriatic 
Echo of siren song 
still reaches me 
inside the silent train 
once more the lost voices calling 
undersea 
 
Ah, but naturally 
all is illusion 
The fog still lies heavily 
in the olive trees 
Dawn is made by the clock 
and not by light 
which only exists in our minds 
 

 
Men and women sleep 
in their usual darkness 
Only the light 
asleep in their eyes 
gives any hint 
of an iridescent future 
of an incandescent destiny 
 
Only far off 
beyond the far islands 
the sea sends back 
its turquoise answer. 

(Translation by Antonio Prete) 

  

 



 

 
     Translated by your Webmaster Franca Sabatini Daniele 

 

 

 

 DISTRICT TRIP TO GRAZ – AUSTRIA 

        

The District trip to Graz has been organized by our International Committee Chairman, 

Gabriele Laudani Tanzer. It will be an authentic experience to consolidate friendship 

between our District and District 192 – Austria and Czech Republic. It will be an official 

occasion and a concrete way to meet each other, to set relationships and to program 

common initiatives, surrounded by the atmosphere of the Imperial City of Graz. 

 

IIW CONVENTION 2018 - MELBOURNE 
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