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Introduction: Greetings  
 

The 46th Assembly ends the Social Year during which I have guided District 209, with 38 Clubs 

and 1000 Members.  

 

The goals I had proposed have been fully achieved with the “Service of the Clubs” for the victims 

of the 2016 earthquake, the creation of three new clubs, training, international contacts with the 

Austrian and Czech District, the friendship with the English clubs, the enhancement of 

communication through the use of the most modern means, and my presence in Melbourne for the 

17th International Convention during which I represented with my vote 43 clubs among my District 

and other Italian Districts. 

Finally, the visit of our International President Kapila Gupta to our District. 

I thank: 
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Paola Faina – Terni 

Cecilia Passeri – Gubbio 

Tea Gallo – Ancona 

Barbara Ottaviani – San Benedetto del Tronto 

Anna Maria Tombesi – Ascoli Piceno 

Angelina Scacciavillani – Isernia 

Anna Caporale – Atessa 

 

The visits to the Clubs, the most beautiful and unforgettable moments of my experience as District 

Chairman, ended December 4th with my visit to my Club of San Benedetto del Tronto. I have been 

welcomed by all of the Members with friendship and cordiality, and I thank you for this. I have 

organized the calendar following the request of some Clubs to celebrate anniversaries and special 

events together. I thank all of you for contributing to the creation of what we have called the 

"Service of the Clubs", that is, the competition of ideas on the Future of the Memory of Pescara del 

Tronto, of which I will talk more extensively later. 

The privileged relationship has been naturally the one with the Club Presidents. I have met different 

women, poets, managers, teachers, women involved in volunteering and social work, and all of you 

have been inspiring and guiding me during this year. 

 

 

If you look back at the year that has passed, you realize that we have done so much. I would like to 

tell you everything, really all the things we did together, but to make my Final Report less boring I 

thought of a coup de theatre. 

For my Final Report, I will involve not only my fantastic Officers but also some friends who have 

been the engine of some projects of the District. 

 

I believe that the District Chairman in this important moment should not just self-congratulate and 

incense herself, but it is important that she also puts her failures on the table, and shares with you 

even the negative experiences in order to draw lessons and guidance for the future. 

So, let’s start with a failure, which has been mine personally but also of the Inner Wheel as a whole. 

FAILURE – closure of the Club Pescara – Montesilvano. 

On a personal level, it has been very painful, because the Club had been founded by me only a year 

ago when I was Extension Chairman. The Club was born with a sincere impulse of friendship from 

me and from all the beautiful founding friends. 

Those who followed me in this misadventure know how much I attempted to save it. I failed, and at 

the beginning of the new year, I wrote and signed the final closure Decree. 

Retrospectively, the judgment and the message that I can transmit is the following: my mistake was 

precisely that of having focused everything on friendship. 

It seems absurd but it is so. 

Friendship is one of the three pillars of our Association, but it remains an empty word, usable only 

by poets, if it is not supported by respect for the persons and, in the case of members of an 

association, by respect for the roles and the sense of membership. 

I spoke of respect for the roles in my Report in the First Assembly in Grottammare and I will not 
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repeat myself, even though - and I sincerely hoped the opposite - not only in the case of the closure 

of the Club of Pescara - Montesilvano - I was a victim and above all I witnessed overtaking, 

overtaking and subsequent interference in the life of the Clubs and the District, incorrect behavior 

towards members, towards Club Presidents, towards members of the District Committee and 

towards the District Chairman. 

The Beatles sang: "The long and winding road that leads to your door". My wish for the future of 

this Association is that you can open that door, the door of good practice and peaceful coexistence. 

Now let’s return to the sense of belonging  

The President of the Club of Perugia, Liana Pimpinelli during my visit to her Club told me a 

sentence that struck me. 

Now, these are not the same words she used but I hope she will forgive me: “I am happy to belong 

to the Inner Wheel, it makes me joyful and proud.” 

These words accompanied by a smile that left me stunned made me think as to why I had never set 

myself in this perspective. 

 

What does it mean for me to be part of the Inner Wheel? And above all, what am I willing to do for 

the Inner Wheel? 

Surely you have all seen films in which the Marine Corps is the main actor. I'll let you hear, for 30 

seconds the words of a Stanley Kubrick's movie "Full Metal Jacket" (we listen to the original 

version first, and then I will translate this famous speech that has Aristotelian references: 

“Today, you people are no longer maggots. Today, you are Marines. You're part of a brotherhood. 

From now on until the day you die, wherever you are, every Marine is your brother. Most of you 

will go to Vietnam. Some of you will not come back. But always remember this: Marines die. That's 

what we're here for. But the Marine Corps lives forever. And that means YOU live forever.” 

The Inner Wheel is not the Marine Corps, and nobody asks us to die, but I would like to reflect with 

you on the concept of belonging that this phrase expresses. 

What are we willing to do for the Inner Wheel? 

Are we willing to take a step back, to lower the guard of our pride for a moment, to be tolerant 

enough to change our minds? To make a sacrifice for the Inner Wheel to grow and live forever? So 

that a Club does not close? So that a club is born in a calm and frictionless manner? 

It is true that we are the Inner Wheel, but the Inner Wheel must be there and live regardless of our 

personalities and our whims. 

“Let’s Give a Future to the Memory of Pescara del Tronto” 

The success of this District Service is mainly due to you and your donations. But above all your 

sincere approvals have made it possible. 

For some years the District Chairmen have renounced to the gifts from the clubs, and created an 

original service which not linked to other associations, and this year, we have wanted to call it the 

“Service of the Clubs”. 

I remember the one done by Daniela Vitali with the scholarship and the furnishing of Ipsia 

Tailoring in Terni. This Service was dedicated to our Anna Rita Struzzi, and it has been continued 

by Maria Pia Pietroni. 

In continuity, which always remains the strong point of our District, the initial idea was to devote 

the service to the less fortunate children, the inclusion of handicapped children in schools, so 

furnishing a classroom dedicated to their relaxation and their alternative activities. This could have 

become an example of design for schools, but then the conditions of the territory destroyed by the 

2016 earthquake induced us to change our minds. 
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The competition of ideas for young architects was the final point of a long journey that had started 

with the idea of building a playground in Arquata. This idea that had been immediately rejected by 

the Mayor who told me with great sincerity, to have neither space nor children for a playground. 

Then, I had been asked to participate in a great project to build a school in Arquata del Tronto. This 

had been promoted by the readers of the newspaper - La Stampa, but the amount they asked for the 

playground of the school was 35,000 euros, which for us is unapproachable. 

We could have participated a quota, but my idea, solicited by the motto "Leave a lasting Legacy" 

was to think of an original project with the stamp of the Inner Wheel alone, and not to give money 

to a project designed by others. 

This was the line that guided us until the day before yesterday. 

If you have little money you need to have lots of ideas, especially good ones. So, we went back to 

the idea of a scholarship linked to the future of the territory. 

 

The enlightenment came in Città di Castello during my visit to the Club. The morning after the 

meeting with the Members, the President Gabriella Ferri accompanied me, along with one of her 

friends who owns an art gallery and is a great art expert, to visit the museums of the City dedicated 

to Alberto Burri; during that visit I saw the model he had made of Cretto di Gibellina.  

Gibellina is a town in Sicily that was completely destroyed by the 1968 Belice earthquake and for 

reasons of geological instability, it has never been rebuilt. Burri turned out to be the winner of a 

contest of ideas on a Memorial for the Town. After a few years and after the funds had been found, 

Burri’s idea was realized, and today the area where once Gibellina stood has become a charming 

place, where concerts, theatre performances, film sets are organized, and above all it is a major 

tourist attraction. 

I knew the drama of Pescara del Tronto, one of the 13 fractions of Arquata, that had been 

completely destroyed by the earthquake, and which would no longer be rebuilt for reasons of 

geological instability. The same fate as Gibellina 50 years before. 

I contacted the Association of Architects of Ascoli Piceno, and thanks to the President Dario Nanni 

and the Vice President Fabio Viviani, who were immediately enthusiastic about the proposal, we 

made the call for the competition. 

I insisted that it be reserved to young architects (under 35 years of age) following the International 

Inner Wheel directives on "Happier futures", and that it would involve the whole Country so to gain 

more visibility. 

The success of the initiative was immediate among both the Clubs where I found a great 

appreciation and architects. 

The small project that was born as a scholarship, grew at the beginning of the new year. 

The inhabitants of Pescara del Tronto who had gathered in an association, had asked the Marche 

Region for a project on the future of their town. I had contacted the Region to receive funds or its 

patronage for my project and so the Region immediately took this opportunity. 

Imagine my surprise! When I was contacted by the Vice President of the Marche Region. The 

Marche Region became a partner of the project followed by the Vice President of the Italian 

Chamber of Deputies Anna Casini. Then, the project received the patronage of the Presidency of the 

Chamber of Deputies and of the Province of Ascoli Piceno. 

 

At the first step, the survey of the site, more than 50 young professionals had registered. After a 

postponement due to weather conditions, on March 15, myself, the President of the Club of Ascoli 

Piceno, Anna Maria Tombesi and the President of the Italian Association of Architects of the 

Province of Ascoli Piceno, Dario Nanni all went to Arquata del Tronto for a site inspection of the 

territory. The young architects were also present, and participated in the competition promoted by 

our District 209 “Giving a future to the memory of Pescara del Tronto” to which all of you have 
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contributed with your donations during my visits to your Clubs.  

Upon arrival, the Mayor of Arquata, Aleandro Petrucci and Vinicio Paradisi, the President of the 

Onlus Pescara del Tronto were waiting for us. These Friends, together with the President of the 

Chamber of Deputies, the Region of Marche and the Province of Ascoli Piceno all support our 

project. 

It has been an unforgettable day, and two things impressed me that I want to share with you. 

The first: Neither I nor Anna Maria had even been to Pescara del Tronto. We were aware of its 

destiny after the earthquake; we knew that the Town had been completely destroyed in August 

2016, and that because of its geological asset, it would have never been rebuilt.  

But, what we saw right before our very eyes went beyond any imagination.  

 

For obvious safety reasons, access to the remnants of the Village is forbidden, not even the 

inhabitants were ever allowed to reach what was left of their houses. The access road that you see in 

the picture, has to be secured before anyone can enter. The picture was taken from the main street 

that passes over the village, where the fountain of crystalline water is miraculously intact. This was 

a historical site for the hikers of the Sibillini Mountains. The spring that flows to Pescara del Tronto 

feeds the aqueduct that serves the hole valley from Ascoli Piceno to San Benedetto del Tronto. 

What can I say? The images talk for themselves, telling the strength of the earthquake that mowed 

human lives and destroyed houses. We will not allow destruction of the memory and the history of 

the village, which although small, it has been an important place for the passengers of the Salaria 

who stopped there while going to Rome through the ancient council roads.  

The second emotion was given to me by the over 50 young men and ladies, all architects and 

engineers coming from all over Italy. We saw in them the sensitivity, the enthusiasm for putting 

their competence to serve a territory that is suffering. We saw them with their colored helmets while 

they were listening to the inhabitants, the Mayor and the history of that place delivered to us by the 

Architect Nanni. They took notes, they checked the maps, they asked questions. 

I would now like to tell you of a small episode that however characterizes the strength of our 

association. 

The main actor of this story, whom we will call Sir, lives in Rome, but he inherited a part of a house 

(reduced to rubble) in Pescara del Tronto. This gentleman gave a warning to the Mayor to prohibit 

young architects, whom, I remind you, had permission from the Mayor and were accompanied by 

firefighters, to pass on his house. 

The Mayor immediately warned the Association of Architects and myself to not worry because he 

knew this "gentleman" who very well knew that the road to Pescara del Tronto had been closed 

since the earthquake because it is not safe, and the only view of the Town that can be seen is from 

the main road. 

Our gentleman was not satisfied, so the next day he notified the warning also to the Association of 

Architects, and  since he did not know my e-mail, he sent the warning to the National Council 

whose e-mail is on the website. Of course, I apologize for this. But, although I was reproached for 

having involved the good name of the Inner Wheel in a warning, we have not been afraid and we 

remained with the Mayor, the people of our Land, and close to the Republican Institutions in which 

we believe. 

And this I think, should be another staple of the Inner Wheel. If you are on a territory and want to 

intervene on it personally so to leave a trace, the risk of meeting some “gentlemen” like we did, is 

high. But we must be there, and if we are sure of our ideas we must not draw back. 

Of course, it all ended there and then. The gentleman just wanted to intimidate (as he had done 

other times) and he did not succeed. 

Our firm behavior, in addition to the recognition by the Mayor and the population, has given us 

great credibility towards the institutions. 
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Not only that, the project has been so appreciated Nationally that two superstars in this field, like 

the architect Stefano Boeri, who has been the designer of the "Bosco Verticale" in Milan, which has 

been awarded as one of the most beautiful skyscrapers in the world, and Tullio Pericoli painter and 

designer was born in Colli del Tronto, who is considered one of the most important Italian artists, 

have wanted to be judges of the project. Another important visibility chance for our Association. 

Again, and I have always kept you informed about this, there was a lot of attention from the press. 

After the press conference in Ascoli, TG Marche used our project as its headline news. Then, paper 

and online newspapers followed the progress of the project step by step. 

We entered the hashtag - District 209 - International Inner Wheel in the ANSA archive (which I 

assure you is not easy) and the name of our Association is next to those of Stefano Boeri and Tullio 

Pericoli. 

 

May 10th was another exciting day in Milan, hosted by BoeriArchitetti, for the opening of the 

envelopes with the works of the young architects. We examined 25 works, which were all very 

interesting for their creativity, sensitivity and professionalism. At the end of the day, the judging 

committee decided to equally award 3 works, which are rich in ideas for the urban memory of 

Pescara del Tronto. 

We are all so satisfied of the path of our little / big Service and I hope you are too. Our service has 

awarded young professionals by making a small tangible contribution to their professional future. 

Together with them we have put some ideas towards the future of a territory that is rising from a 

great tragedy. Happier Futures Better Lives. 

This is our identity. 

The President of the Association of Engineers has officially declared that this is the first real project 

on the future of the territory of Arquata, and for this we must be proud. 

We have also provided great visibility not only to the Inner Wheel but also to a scarcely visible 

territory as the Mayor, Petrucci of Arquata told us, while the Inner Wheel has shined with its own 

light. I am particularly proud of one thing, and this underlines the message that I have tried to 

convey to all of you during my visits to your Clubs: 

We must not give money to other associations. 

We read this every day in the theme proposed by Kapila Gupta "Leave a lasting Legacy". 

Our International President herself suggested to me, in Melbourne, the word I was searching for in 

trying to define our relationship with other associations.  

The word is: Synergy 

What does synergy mean? Two systems work in synergy when together they obtain a result whose 

sum is greater than the sum of the results they would have obtained separately. 

Team work obtains results higher than those deriving from the sum of the works of its individual 

components. 

If I make a donation to an association that already has a project of its own, maybe even in its 

charter, I have not created any synergy with the other association and I have only done charity, a 

transfer of money from one association, the 'Inner Wheel” to another. 

When we meet another association, we must get there with a project of our own, and make sure that 

the project grows in synergy with the strength and competence of the two associations. 

We have to arrive, I hope soon, to the day when other associations want to participate in our 

projects, which represent the very identity of our Association. 

 

Identity  

If we look at the logo of Nike, what do we think? Immediately, even if we have never worn them, 

we know that they are sports shoes that cost like a Gucci moccasin, but that our children and 

grandchildren cannot do without. 
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If we look at that of Mercedes? A high-tech mechanical car, who buys it also acquires its class and 

its elegance. Not to mention the logo of McDonalds, which is recognizable worldwide, in every part 

of the hemisphere. These companies spend a large part of their profits to make their logo 

recognizable and identifiable. 

And, the logo of the Inner Wheel? 

If our purpose is only to give money to the projects of other associations, we will never create our 

own identity. We are the ones who must think, plan and implement. It's not easy I know, it's tiring, 

we know, we meet obstacles (do not tell me), but together we make it. 

Many Clubs this year have undertaken this road. I have followed some of them personally, and 

others by communications though our website and our magazine "The Voice of District 209" 

appreciating and encouraging them. Keep it up and I hope others will follow you. 

Working with the project of Pescara del Tronto, another positive aspect has come to light. All the 

friends who have been with me during these months to help me actively (Rita Albertini who 

represented the Inner Wheel during the Press Conference organized in Ascoli Piceno by the 

Association of Architects, Anna Maria Tombesi who came with me to Pescara del Tronto for the 

site visit of the architects) have become aware of the importance of the Service, which has grown in 

all of us with great enthusiasm. True friendships are created only by working together for a 

common idea. 

Facebook - District 209 

From  July 1st, 2017, Facebook District 209 was opened. It is an exclusive profile administered 

only by myself and our Editor, Marialuisa Evangelista. 

The "editorial" choice was to post only events that concerned the activities of the District. Wide 

space has been given to the visits of the District Chairman to the Clubs, to the Meetings and to the 

activities of the Clubs, to the works of the project "Give a Future to the Memory of Pescara del 

Tronto". 

The page has been increasingly followed by Members of our District, other Districts, other 

countries, and after the Competition of Ideas has been published, our Facebook profile has been 

followed also by many architects and public administrators. Each post has an average coverage of 

560 people, with a monthly increase of 12%, and this gives us the measure of the communicative 

power of social networks. I have encouraged Clubs to open a FB page, and many followed my 

advice. During the Melbourne Convention, the media editor Sandra Neretljakovic presented the 

data on the FB, twitter and instagram pages of the International Inner Wheel, showing the enormous 

visibility that the social networks provide, if they are well managed. 

My wish is that our District continues to communicate also through social networks, which no 

longer represent the future but the present of global communication. 

I want to conclude my speech, for the tears there will be space in the final greetings, with a thought 

to all of you, indeed to all of us who are the beating heart and the engine of the District 209. 

Ours is a vital and growing District. This vitality, which transmits enthusiasm and produces 

expansion, is due to a network that has been created over the years among the clubs, with common 

collaborations, affections and services. District 209 is a large District in all senses, in terms of both 

geographical expansion, and number of active and laborious clubs and Members, services and 

international contacts. 

This year, coming to an ending made me know and appreciate even more, if it were needed, the 

1000 Members of my District. First and foremost, I want to mention the Past District Chairmen, 

who have always been available, and who with their experience have drawn the line to follow and 

have encouraged me. Finally, I want to mention my Presidents, who have always been present and 

enthusiastic for being part of this large family.  

Thank you 

Antonella  



  Translated by your Webmaster Franca Sabatini Daniele  

         
 

 

 

 

 

 

Final Report of the 

Secretary 

Franca Romagnoli Di Cesare 

 

 

 

 

I would like to greet all Inner Wheel, Rotary and Civil authorities an all the Members.  

A District Secretary has the duty to mediate among International and National Inner Wheel, District 

and Clubs. So, I had to literally “besiege” the Secretaries with numerous communications, both by 

mail and phone.   

I hope I have been able to work efficiently.  

Undoubtedly, I would have not been able to do anything alone, if I had not had the cooperation of 

all the friends Club Secretaries who have been beside me with their precious work.  

So I convey to each one of them and the Members of their Clubs my touching and sincere thank 

you. This has been the hardest part of my Inner Wheel year.   

The other enthusiastic and pleasant part of my duties has been to have had the privilege to 

accompany our District Chairman to the Club visits. 

This has been a wonderful experience. I have had the pleasure to meet extraordinary persons.  

I had already met some of them during previous District events, and now I have had the chance to 

strengthen the great esteem I have for them.  

All of you are, even the ones that are not here today, wonderful friends!!!  

I would have never been able to live all of these emotions and experience if a person had not asked 

me to be beside her as Secretary.  

Well, this Woman is Antonella!! 

She has been a District Chairman with a deep knowledge of the Regulations of our Assiociation, 

and this has enabled her to always give precise and clear answers. 
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Mostly, she has been a loyal and straightforward Woman who has been open to every confrontation 

and explanation, and has been honest and respectful of the rules and feelings.  

I do not want to use the word “friend”, because this term is often abused, I prefer using “a trip 

companion”, a trip that has left a permanent trace in my heart.  

An affectionate thank to the whole District Committee with whom I have worked in synergy and 

respecting the roles.  

I wish good luck to the incoming District Chairman Grazia Rosa Santarelli and to all her staff, 

including myself. 

Finally, a special thanks to the Members of the Club of Atessa who have enthusiastically 

contributed to the success of this 46th Assembly of District 209. 

 

Franca 
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Final Report of the 

Extension Chairman   

Rita Babini Albertini 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

just like the speakers who have preceded me, I also greet everybody. 

A special greeting to my Friends from our District who are part of the Extension Committee: 

 

 Grazia Paola Finori Castorina from the Club of Isernia; 

 Norma Lattanzio Bellucci from the Club of Pescara; 

 Lilli Pasini Bordoni from the Club of Rimini e Rivera; 

 Paola Salvatori Parri from the Club of Siena. 

This year, with their help, we have celebrated the birth of three new clubs: Riccione - Valconca 

Rosa dei Malatesta, Ravenna and Avezzano. 

A special thanks to Lilly who has had an important role in the birth of the Clubs of Riccione and 

Ravenna.  

 

I hope I have been able, together with all of them, to have you feel the warmth of our friendship. 

We have had constant relationships with the Clubs, with the aim of developing extension projects 

to increase the number of Members and to keep harmony among them. Moreover, all contacts 
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have certainly been a means for consolidating our friendship and creating the prerequisite to 

better appreciate our Association in our territory. 

Each Member of the Committee will contact all the Club past-Presidents, who by Regulation, 

are required to promote extension and to propose new initiatives aimed at extension. 

  
To conclude, I wish to remind all of you the mission of our Inner Wheel: 
 

- to promote true friendship; 

- to encourage the ideals of individual service; 

- to favor international understanding. 

 

Thank you 

Rita 
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Final Report of the 

International Service 

Chairman  

Gabriele Laudani Tanzer 

 

 

Good morning to all Inner Wheel, Rotary and Civil authorities, Delegates, Presidents and Members. 

I would like to thank Cecilia Catena Mittica, Member of the International Service Committee for 

her cooperation. 

At the beginning of this Social Year, I sent a letter to all Club International Service Members, in order 

to establish a contact with them. This was done also so to receive any information concerning their 

international meetings and encounters. Recently, I asked Cecilia Mittica to contact all the Clubs again, 

so to obtain a summary of their international activities. This was done in March, as the social year 

was coming to an end.  

The international activities have involved the following Clubs: 

 

IW Club of Ancona - Finland 

IW Club of Ascoli Piceno – Austria and Australia  

IW Club of Arezzo Toscana Europea - Turkey and Bulgaria  

IW Club of Chieti -  Austria  

IW Club of Firenze – Austria and Australia  
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IW Club of Firene Iris - Slovenia  

IW Club of Firenze Medicea -   Austria and France  

IW Club of Follonica – Austria 

IW Club of Macerata - Finland   

IW Club of Montegranaro - Finland   

 IW Club of Rimini - Austria  

IW Club of San Benedetto del Tronto - Austria, England and Australia  

IW Club of Siena - Germany  

IW Club of Terni - Australia  

This year, the 17th International Convention has been held in Melbourne, Australia. The Members of 

our District who participated in the Convention have been: our District Chairman Antonella 

Roncarolo, the past-International President Gabriella Adami, the past-District Chairman Daniela 

Soderi, the President of the Club of Firenze Laura Ludovisi Boncompagni. Our International 

President Dr. Kapila Gupta and our District Chairman Antonella Roncarolo took a picture next to the 

beautiful roll-up: The house of friendship. I would like to add that in Sidney, Australia the Members 

of the Club of Foligno have handed to the President of the Dante Alighieri Association in Sydney, 

Fabio Carosone, a photostat of the first Edition of the Divine Comedy. 

This year our District International Contact has been District 192. We took this wonderful trip to 

Graz and celebrated the Contact between District 209 - Italy and District - 192 Austria & Czech 

Republic. The Parchments were signed on December 9th, 2017 in Graz. 

The Clubs that partecipated to the trip are: 

IW Club of Ascoli Piceno  

IW Club of Chieti  

IW Club of Firenze  

IW Club of Firenze Medicea  

IW Club of Follonica  

IW Club of Rimini  

IW Club of San Benedetto del Tronto  

Our District Chairman Antonella Roncarolo, the vice-District Chairman Grazia Rosa di Iorio, the 

District Tresurer Franca Longhitano, the Extension Chairman Rita Babini, the International Service 

Chairman Gabriele Laudani Tanzer, the past-District Chairmen Marita Scarpa, Elisabeth Paoletti, the 

Club Presidents Anna María Tombesi, Loria Bertolai and Paola Zalaffi all participated to the trip to 

Graz. Our Italian National Representative Gemma Pirondini was also present. I would like to thank 

her in a special way as both an institutional figure and as a friend for having wanted to share with us 

this beautiful international experience. The only Rotarian who came with us is my friend Domenico 

Santarelli, who is our vice-District Chairman’s husband.  

All the Clubs and District 209 have given visibility to the various international contacts. There have 

been so many ways to “leave a lasting legacy”. In this way we have made the difference, and have 

left a lasting legacy, so respecting the Presidential Theme “Leave a lasting Legacy”.  

A special thanks to the District Committee Friends and to all the others for their trust and friendship. 

This has been for me a beautiful experience. 

Thank all of you for your attention. 

Gabriele  
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Final Report of the 

Editor  

Marialuisa Pallotta 

Evangelista 

 

 

 

Dear Friends,  

it is a joy for me to be here with you, with our International President Dr. Kapila Gupta and with 

Inner Wheel authorities at the end of this intense and industrious Social Year.  

Thank you for having elected me District Editor. Reading your articles, poems, personal thoughts, 

tales, and services has given me the privilege to visit the lives of the clubs that make up District 

209.  I have traveled across your personal lives in a virtual voyage, so discovering emotions, 

feelings, passions, deepening friendships and starting new relations that have filled up my mind and 

my heart.  This experience has been very rewarding. For me, it has meant listening to others, 

recognizing the human value as common richness, and setting my soul to respecting the brotherly 

dialogue. These feelings should be at the base of our belonging in this great family.     

The international nature of our Club opens a window onto the world, in order to share the basic 

principles of our Association, overcoming any individualism, prejudice, for an intercultural 

dialogue that embraces all aspects of life.    

As Editor of District 209, and thanks to the active and creative participation of all club Editors, 

Presidents and Secretaries, a number of online magazines were created. They are all different from 

each other, but rich with information, news, curiosities, anecdotes, images that talk about us, about 

the life of each single club, about the services that are very challenging but give us great satisfaction 

and stimulus to operate better and more.  I have had the opportunity to meet a lot of members and 
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assist to the birth of new clubs, but overall I have received a personal enrichment that I will save 

with pleasure and honor.   

Words give forms to thoughts with their evocative power, their capacity to accumulate meanings, 

that settle down and then they ring out in memory. This is an incredible adventure. It is not a single 

voyage, but many voyages that remain indelible in time, in the common stories and in the special 

ones.  We have given a form and a voice to different magazines:  

In July 2017, the first number of the online magazine VOICE OF DISTRICT 209, was dedicated 

to the presentation of the District Committee and the Social Year program.  

In September 2017, a Special (paper) Edition for the 45th Assembly of District 209 in 

Grottammare; this was a tribute to our District Chairman and to her hometown.  

In October 2017, the second number of the online magazine, dedicated to the Assembly, and to 

the District Chairman’s visits to clubs.  

In December 2017, the third number of the online magazine, dedicated to Christmas, to the 

District Chairman’s visits to clubs, and to the trip to Graz.  

In January, a second Special (online) Edition, for the INNER WHEEL DAY.  

In March 2018, the fourth number of the online magazine, dedicated to the Meeting in Siena and 

to news from the clubs.  

I hope to complete my work as Editor with the fifth number of the online magazine, dedicated to 

this 46th District Assembly, with special pages for the Melbourne Convention, and of course with 

many articles from the clubs.   

Finally, the District Magazine will synthetize an intense and productive Social Year with a careful, 

sensitive and industrious District Chairman, Antonella Taffoni Roncarolo, whom I personally 

thank.  I Also thank my District Committee friends with whom I shared this experience. 

For me, this is not the end, because thanks to all of You and to Your renewed trust by confirming 

me, on July 1st, I will be beside the new District Chairman Grazia Rosa Santarelli di Iorio, whom I 

wish her the best for a year rich of gratifications. 

I would like to end my report with a thought on kindness from the of Piero Ferrucci book - The 

strength of kindness:  

 "Certainly it seems absurd to talk about kindness. The world is full of violence, wars, attempts, 

devastations. Whom do they want to deceive? Anyway, the world goes on because we are kind to 

each other. Tomorrow, no newspapers will talk about a mother who read a tale to her baby to have 

her sleep, neither of a father who prepared breakfast, neither of someone who has attentively 

listened to us, neither of a friend who has cheered us up, neither of a stranger who smiled at us on 

the bus. Anyway, if we pay attention, every day we find kindness on our path…. remember…  

...The kind person walks with a soft pace, listens with attention, looks with tenderness and touches 

with respect…”  

“Leave a lasting Legacy”  

Thank you 

Marialuisa  
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Final Report of the 

Webmaster 

Franca Sabatini Daniele 

 

 

  
My Dearest, 

 

I thank Anna and all of the Friends from the Club of Atessa, who have graciously welcomed us in 

their beautiful City. I thank all the Friends from the District Committee, with whom I have spent a 

year rich in exchanges and friendship. I thank our National President Isabella and our National 

Representative Gemma. I thank our National Webmaster Maria for her constant presence and 

support. I thank all the Club Webmasters for their precious cooperation. Last but not least, I thank 

our District Chairman Antonella who has brought modernity to our District, and has had the 

courage to say what she thinks.  

 

The duty of a District Webmaster is to “take care” of the Club and District websites. 

 

THE CLUBS OF DISTRICT 209 

 

Currently, each Club has 3 usernames and 4 passwords. Really, they would be hard for anybody to 

handle. Indeed, the Club Webmasters and Secretaries have great difficulties, and get confused; they 

forget and they lose these passwords and usernames.  

It would be better if each Club had only one username and one password.  

 

With these observations in mind, I being a Medical Doctor, applied my scientific mind also to my 

work in the District. So, I carried out a true (scientific) survey in the District website, concerning 

the situation of the Clubs.  
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On November 4th, 2017 the discouraging situation of the 36 Clubs in the District was the 

following: 

 

O         HI         AGE         SER          EVE          DOC   IDB         MCDB 

 

34 

94% 

30 

83% 

13 

36% 

30 

83% 

19 

53% 

0 

0% 

12 

33% 

16 

44% 

 

Instead, on May 14th, 2018, after repeated solicitations to the Club Webmasters, Secretaries and 

Presidents, the surprising situation is like this: 

 

38 

100% 

33 

89% 

15 

41% 

32 

86% 

25 

68% 

0 

0% 

14 

38% 

19 

51% 

 

Legend: O= officers and staff; HI= history; SER= services; EVE=events; DOC= documents; IDB= international database; MCDB= 

members and curricula database. 

 

As you can see all figures have clearly improved. Please note that I have had all the Clubs (100%) 

with their Officers and Staff published. Also look at the l'89% of the publications concerning Club 

Services. One datum remains absolutely alarming, 100%, in other words none of the Clubs use their 

"Documents" section in the site. I have repeatedly communicated to all Club Webmasters on the 

importance of this section, since this is the place where each Club can file and save all the 

memories.   

 

THE WEBSITE OF DISTRICT 209 

 

Unfortunately, in this historical period, ruled by rapidity, communication, the Internet, social 

networks, we are faced with a District website that is old, rigid, poorly user-friendly. It does not 

allow free uploading by the webmasters and no downloading by the visitors.   

For example, the "Service" section allows uploading of only one picture and a little legend.  

Our website deserves a serious rehashing. Our District Chairman Antonella has brought to the 

National Council the request of my modifications and improvements to our District website.  

They have all been rejected!  

 

Therefore, I have worked with what I had.   

 

Today, the website of District 209 is like I am, bilingual. Indeed, I translate everything from Italian 

into English. This is absolutely crucial, since it allows access to our website of all of our Inner 

Wheel Friends from all over the world. This makes our District website and our District uniquely 

"international". 

It is a real pity that the website doesn’t allow interactions!  

 

Differently from the past years, this year I have kept, in the "District Chairman Message” section, 

all of the messages (always bilingual) that Antonella has delivered us, even though the system 

allows to upload only one picture at a time! 

Since the website lacks a "News" section, I have used the "Agenda" also for both providing news 

and communicating novelties.  
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I have used the "Documents" section as a true online archive of our District. 

This section is the historic, eternal memory of our District.  

In particular, I have uploaded: 

 

• District Assembly Reports; 

• photo album; 

• all the editions of our magazine «The Voice of District 209»; 

• District Bulletin; 

• all documents related to training District Service;  

• all documents related to District Events; 

• all documents related to training. 

 

With all of these (real) data in front of us, I believe that we can be very proud of the work that has 

been done.  

I am sure, I have left my “Legacy”.  

Actually, I don’t know how “lasting” it will be! Anyway, I left it! 

If it doesn’t last, then it will be an “involution” and not an “evolution”, as hoped by the new 2018-

2019 Presidential Theme.  

 

I want to end my Final Report for this 2017-2018 year, borrowing, in honor of our International 

President Kapila Gupta, the words of the Great Soul, the Mahatma Gandhi: 

 

“First they ignore you, then they fight you, then you win!” 

Thank you all for your attention. 

Franca  

 

 

 

 


