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Until you spread your wings, you will have no idea of how far you can fly. You have to 
dream before your dreams can come true. 
 
With this notion and conviction, I sincerely greet the Chairman of District 192, Gerda Beck, the 
Austrian Board Director, Gaby Schrumpf and the Austrian National Representative, Gertie 
Munro. 
 
Dear Friends, I am proud to be here with you because we are facing a great challenge. 
 
Let us all become a flame so great that it eliminates the darkness and enlightens a new 
beginning, an era of awareness, awakening, politeness, ethics and development.  
Although today, the Women of the Inner Wheel are industrious, diligent, energetic and 
excelling, yet they have not been able to have a final impact on our society.  
We need to be more selective, focused, aggressive, enthusiastic, enterprising and passionate 
in choosing the targets for which we have a great potential and that can impact on society.  
In this way, we could leave our footprints of good deeds, and allow all the young, enthusiastic 
and energetic women to follow us and make our planet earth more beautiful than ever.   
 
Dear Friends, a large territory of our Italian District 209, not far from the city where I was 
born and where I live has suffered serious destruction due to the 2016 earthquakes. 
Mine is a land of escapes and returns, a land of destruction and reconstruction, a land of ends 
and new beginnings. 
The massive 2016 earthquakes entered our houses like faceless thieves, they burgled the 
shops, undermined the roofs of the stables, and destroyed the churches along the mountain 
trails.  
Even the eternal and immutable nature was violated: fractures opened in the soil and gloomy 
landslides covered the lakes of the Appennines. 
 
But the beauty and harmony created by our ancestors in the land that welcomed them albeit 
its typical darkness cannot be missed. 
 
Our service, the service of District 209 is aimed at young architects to create a memorial so 
that the men and the women who lived in those places will not be forgotten. In May, our 
International President Dr. Kapila Gupta will reward the winners during her visit to the city of 
Ascoli Piceno.  
We would like to share with you this service and invite you to our District for this important 
event and for our Assembly in Atessa (Abruzzo). Gabriele will send you the invitation. 
 
The service of the Italian National Council is also focusing on the issue of the 2016 
earthquakes in the Central part of Italy. In particular, the service will restore the small Church 
of the “Madonna of the Sun” in Arquata del Tronto.  
 
With these ideas in mind, my hope is to have opened the way for further reflections on the 
spirit of the Inner Wheel and, most importantly, on the inspiring theme of this year. Let it be 
our guiding light for future projects.  I thank you very much for your precious attention... 

Antonella  


