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Report of the 

District Chairman 

Antonella Taffoni 

Roncarolo 

 

 
 

Dear Friends, Inner Wheel and Rotary Authorities, Dear Mayor,   

 

the success of a district depends entirely on enthusiasm and spirit team.  

The Members of the District Committee are close to each other and animated by enthusiasm. 

However, my real team is formed by the Clubs and their Presidents who act according to the aims of 

our Association with great tenacity, and for this I thank them.   

 

This year, your District Chairman’s Report will not follow the lines of tradition, but it will be (I think) 

unpleasant at least in its initial setting. I will say it like it is, I will discuss problems, which in my 15 

years in this Association, six of which behind this table in the Committee of District 209, have arisen 

in me the awareness that certain behaviors that are accepted in Clubs, Districts and at all levels 

imprison us within a cliché of gossip club. They frame us in a picture of women who are not capable 

of planning and openness towards the world and the future of an international association such as the 

International Inner Wheel. We have all the potential to leave, as our President Kapila Gupta invites 

us to do, an indelible trace in an increasingly problematic, tragic and difficult to decipher society.  

 

The present and future challenges that this society daily puts upon us require an operational presence 

of the female world, a world, the feminine one that recognizes itself in a tension towards life, peace 

and the inclusion of the weak.  
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All of this can be achieved only if we move with professionalism, independence and planning. 

 

Let’s get to the first point: Confidentiality  

 

I have decided, and I assure you that it was not an easy decision to make, to not mention any names 

although I will keep on being clear and loud, just for the will to make my “j'accuse” as universal as 

possible, without falling into a partiality that would not be of no interest to this audience. 

  

So I will summarize some of the episodes that we have experienced during this long hot summer, 

citing Ritt's beautiful film with Paul Newman.  

I will start with an example: last July 4th, the Committee of District 209 met for the first time at my 

ouse.  

Since, besides the Vice Chairmen and the Treasurer, all the other Members were new to this 

experience, I started the meeting explaining the tasks of the meetings, which move people from across 

the District, what were the decisions that could be taken, but I especially emphasized the duty to 

confidentiality. 

Confidentiality does not mean secret. There are no secrets in our Association, in fact every meeting 

must always end with the drafting of a minutes. However, since the problems and the decisions must 

be examined by people who rightly have different opinions, it is correct that the discussions, which 

often occur in a vivid and animated way and that must, anyway reach a shared or voted decision, are 

not spread. 

  

Now let's move to a Sir of Stuttgart, Friedrich Hegel, a philosopher.  

 

I apologize to the Friends who have classical studies behind their backs for this necessary synthesis 

of his complex thought. 

Hegel's search for the truth goes through three moments, Thesis, Antithesis, and Synthesis. 

Translating his thought into our meetings, we can say that a proposal from a Member (thesis), is 

followed by the discussion of the proposal (the antithesis), which must necessarily be turned into a 

synthesis. In other words, it must become a decision that can be shared by all or voted by the majority, 

and that it may and is desirable that it does, contain elements of both the thesis and antithesis. 

At this point, when a decision has been made, which will surely be richer than the initial thesis 

because it is the result of a comparison, then we must go ahead without looking back, without 

controversies and without saying, but I did not agree! 

Because it is exactly then that phone calls and gossip start (but do you know what Antonella said?) 

And do you know how Franca thinks, do you know that Franca and Antonella have argued, if they 

had done as I had said…). 

Not only, often, or I would say always, a sentence stated without any malice, say “pour parler” is 

deconstructed and interpreted in a malevolent way, and then it is referred in that way to someone else. 

Also remember that mobile phones, the objects we never separate from, are not toys but very useful 

tools and their misuse can turn against us. 

Know! All that happens in the cell phone is traceable even if you delete it. 

When the postal police officers come to school to explain to the kids the dangers of the Internet, the 

first thing they say is: beware, a photo or a sentence related to your name will be forever. Once the 

letters could be burnt and “verba volant” everyone knows it, now this is not possible anymore. 

 

Gossip and phone calls have a rotating motion, and within 24 hours they arrive at the victim's ears. 

I will not go into details, but the National Council also suffers from this epidemic of gossip and phone 

calls ... 

There is something I regret very much, but it has given me the strength and the conviction to start and 

expose myself to this crusade: when I spoke about this with some Members of the District Committee 
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and National Council, many of them told me that even and above all within the Clubs this practice 

exists. I heard the same thing also from Club Presidents and Members.  

 

I am telling you, these people must be alienated from the clubs. My Florentine girlfriend uses the 

verb to centrifuge; these people should be centrifuged, isolated, put to the margins. Then you will see 

the Clubs be born again and shine with new ideas and cheers. 

 

Kapila Gupta in her speech at Altrincham, during the first Governing Body Meeting, among her five 

priorities put to “Joyfully Live the Inner Wheel”. That is possible only if we are all aware of being 

free women, capable of supporting and carrying out our ideas and our dreams with fairness and 

harmony. 

 

Discussing, confronting, disagreeing within delegated places represented by our clubs, councils, 

assemblies, districts and committees are all important, because they allow us to grow, and we must 

feel free to undertake them for ourselves and for the good of our Association. 

 

“I disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it”. 

 

This is what Evelyn Hall wrote. She was a writer and Voltaire’s biographer. 

It is not known whether the great French illuminist has ever pronounced this sentence which I 

consider to be one of the pillars of our Western culture, and of which we must be proud of and must 

defend. 

 

COMMUNICATION 

I would like to point out that in the IIW organizational chart, communication between sectors is 

clearly specified. 

The role of district delegates is important because they are the link between the clubs and the district. 

Still, club presidents are closely linked to the District Chairman and have a preferential 

communication channel. 

Our District has 1,000 Members. Now if everybody calls me, my cell phone would melt, and it would 

definitely always be busy. 

Also, and this is even more important if, for example, a member needs to report some news to the 

District Chairman, it is correct and right that the president of her club be informed first. 

According to the aforementioned, it is incorrect to speak behind people. 

Let’s remember that friendship is respect for people and their roles. 

Likewise, the National President, regardless of her availability, cannot always be on the phone or  

answer to all mails. Every communication must pass through the District Chairman. 

A club secretary cannot and should not call the National President bypassing the club president and 

the District Chairman. In the same way, a member must not communicate with the International 

President, just like I cannot call or write to Kapila Gupta. Only the National Representative, in our 

case, Gemma Pirondini, can communicate with her. I assure you that if all of us move according to 

this protocol, then everything works out fine. This is shown by the International President visit. 

If all the steps are not followed, communications do no spread, projects are not created, obtaining 

only energy loss and disappointment. 

 

CANDIDACY 

When we are in election period for Clubs, Districts, National Council, in order to avoid unpleasant 

situations, you must carefully check the requirements set by the Regulations. 

Then, only the District Committee can check if the member has the requirements to access the charge. 

Since the last National Conference in Milan, many requirements to access charges have been changed, 

giving greater emphasis to charges such as district delegate and extension and international members. 
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I invite all the members, even during my club visits, to cover all the roles in the club. 

First of all, because there is no better training than working in that role alongside the homologous 

in the District and in the National Council. You will also enrich your curriculum. 

 

Again, I want to emphasize a form of correctness that in our Association is defined by the Canvassing 

rule. 

Canvassing is clearly an English word that can be translated as door-to-door sales. Of course, 

Americans have made it a science especially in politics. Canvassing in our Association is not allowed, 

even if the rules relate to higher charges. 

What is desirable, however, is to avoid the usual sponsored phone calls and in order to do so, it is 

better for the members to propose themselves with their curricula, so being correct. 

 

NOVELTIES 

Let’s now come to this year’s novelties. 

 

You have already seen many of them. We have wanted to avoid the plastic badges reporting names 

and charges, because they were similar to the ones used in market fairs, with all due respect for fairs, 

of course. We believe that the classical way of meeting each other seems more consistent with our 

Association. After all, there are not a lot of us in an assembly and it is nice to be able to say, hello, 

good morning, do we know each other? I am Antonella Roncarolo, and for this year I am the District 

Chairman. 

We have wanted to give you the little brooches that will remind you of the Assembly in Grottammare 

(the British Museum does it too...), and will enrich your collection and mine. 

 

We have wanted to confer more importance and emphasis to the pledging of the flags. In my 

experience with the Inner Wheel in other countries, I have noticed that the hymns are never played 

during lunches or dinners, which indeed represent friendly and joyful moments. 

 

Indeed, our protocol does not include this, but with the flag parade we have wanted to endow more 

importance to our being Italian, European and Inner Wheel members (I hope you enjoyed it); also the 

hymns were emphasized during the official and most important moment of our gatherings: the 

Assembly. 

 

Another novelty is the budget that has been sent to the Clubs early in September with the 

recommendation to discuss it during Club assemblies. 

Personally, in my 15 years of membership in the Inner Wheel, I have covered many roles in both my 

Club and my District. I have never been a treasurer, due to my honest awareness of my relationship 

with money; with me, the Inner Wheel would have failed! 

This year as District Chairman, although I am fortunate to have a very good Treasurer and although 

I did not want to, I had to deal with the budget. 

I remembered that during the last millennium, after my Degree in Chemistry, I had taken, in Milan, 

a Master’s Degree in Economics, and that I had attended a course in Budget Review with Prof. Sylos 

Labini, whose name hung around the Nobel Prize. 

I looked for my notes, I found them, and in the first page, with my 20-year old handwriting I had 

written this sentence: “a company's budget is not a list of boring numbers next to even more boring 

items. In a budget the numbers speak and they can tell us so many things: what are the dreams of a 

company, its goals and its weaknesses”. 

I was struck by those words that I had written 30 years ago and that I had forgotten, and together with 

Franca Longhitano we thought of a more detailed budget that could tell you about our year. As you 

will see, international matters have received more consideration, (International President visit, 
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Melbourne Convention. The amount had been initially put aside for Simona Callai’s concert in 

Melbourne, but unfortunately the project has not been accepted). 

 

Our National Representative Gemma Pirondini says that 209 is one of the few Districts that has left 

a lot of room to internationality in its program. I believe that we should be proud of it, since 

internationality is one of the missions and pillars of our Association. 

All this definitely thank to Gabriella Adami who not only has been International President, but is 

constantly present in our assemblies, bringing that special breeze that reminds us what we are: women 

who have made the commitment to promote international understanding. This year I have beside me 

as Chairman Extension Gabriele Tanzer. She speaks three languages; she has Inner Wheel friends 

and contacts all around the world, and she has organized a meeting in Graz with District 192 – Austria, 

on the weekend of December 8th, but she will tell you about this in her Report. 

There is a concept I want to emphasize, the Inner Wheel is not a travel agency, and it does not organize 

social or business trips. The goal and purpose of our trips must and will be to "promote international 

understanding" by meeting our Friends in the young Austrian District so to exchange ideas and 

projects with them. 

Of course there will be cultural and entertainment moments in the beautiful City of Graz, but let’s 

never lose sight of who we are.  

 

A small amount will be dedicated to the opening of new clubs.  

During the first National Council in July, I had the opportunity to meet with the Chairmen of the other 

Districts, and also thanks to my past experience as Extension Chairman, we have noticed that since 

clubs can be opened independently from Rotary Clubs, often many difficulties arise in dealing with 

start-up costs. Clubs must buy objects such as the bell, the labarum, the banners, the brooches, and 

must organize the first main events, such as the delivery of the Charta.  

The amount represents a small help from the District to the newborns.  

 

Returning to the budget, that will be extensively presented by our Treasurer Franca, with our Editor 

Marialuisa Evangelista we decided to reduce the cost for printing our internal District Magazine, and 

to give space to issues that represent its fundamental purpose: the publication of documents (reports 

and District and club services). Unfortunately, its costs increase each year, so we have decided to 

keep the amount that has been set for many years, 4000 Euros. This amount covers also the creation 

of a paper Bulletin to be sent to the club presidents every two months. In this way, our Inner Wheel 

Friends who do not use computers can receive at least some of the news from the District. I had 

already talked about this in my first Report. All this will help to improve communication between the 

District and all Club Members. 

Often, however, the information arriving is not spread in the club, while awareness of who we are 

and what we are doing is important and fundamental. 

I hope that the Bulletin that can be easily photocopied represents a more capillary way of spreading 

our actions and ideas. Also for this, I leave room to our Editor who will talk about this extensively. 

 

EXTENSION 

It is a very important knot of our Association, because its own life depends on it.  

Every year we increase the number of members thanks to the opening of new clubs, and of course 

this is desirable.  

Rita will later tell you about the programs for this year.  

What is missing is the increase in the number of club members. Besides the new clubs that continue 

to increase, difficulties in the older clubs are seen. One question I feel like asking is: what are we 

proposing to young women?  

Surely we propose project planning. I have been debating for years on the elimination of the word 

‘charity’ from our services. For this other agencies and associations exist.  
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We must have a wider view, we must not move in the immediate future because people are needy 

and so we pity them. We have to think big, to act on education, on information, on inclusion, on the 

environment, on art. That's why we can cooperate with other associations, and be present in society 

and leave a trace of our transit. 

 

To young women, we can propose our internationality, we have already talked about it, let’s never 

forget that we are one of the few associations that have six UN Representatives.  

 

However, there is another value that we must pass on to the outside and it is a value that is being lost 

in our society, and with this I link to the first part of my speech.  

 

The value of friendship, fairness, respect for roles, ethics of behaviors. 

An important message that can leave a real trace in society.  

 

TRAINING 

Training is among the most important tasks entrusted to the District Chairman and the District 

Committee so that all Members of our Association can strengthen their spirit of belonging by knowing 

and practicing the principles of the International Statute and the National Regulations. 

 

During my visits to the Clubs, I spend a lot of time talking about training. Yesterday, afternoon we 

devoted a few hours to training, and all the District Officers met their homologous from the Clubs. 

I intend to organize a new meeting with small groups of clubs. I will need the help of the Past 

Chairmen for a day of training and updating, during which we will review the Agenda concerning the 

proposals and amendments to the Statute submitted to the International Inner Wheel Board for the 

17th Convention, in 2018 in Melbourne. 

 

PROGRAM OF THE YEAR AND SERVICE 

January the 10th, 2018 is Inner Wheel Day, our birthday, we have not set a District appointment. We 

thought of focusing this event on Clubs. Actually, many Clubs have for years maintained the tradition 

of spending this day meeting with nearby Clubs.  

We would like to ask the different Clubs to organize what we call at school: an open day or even open 

doors.  

Either alone or better in groups of Club, we would like to ask to the Clubs to organize a meeting, a 

conference, a small show on a common theme featured by the Inner Wheel and open to the city. The 

theme that we would like to discuss is Territory Protection, a theme that goes hand in hand with the 

national service on the restoration of our cultural heritage.  

 

March the 8th is the International Women's Day, and as suggested by Gabriella Adami, we will 

dedicate a forum to "us".  

The Club of Siena will host us to talk about us, about our successes, our skills, our fears.  

 

After the Melbourne Convention, our International President Kapila Gupta will visit Rome for the 

Friendship Festival. Then, from May the 13th to the 20th , she will visit our District. For two days she 

will visit District 210, as requested by the District Chairman Irene Calzetta.  

We strongly wanted the presence of the International President in District 209 because it is our 

intention to have her meet the victims of the earthquake that struck Italy in 2016, and above all we 

wish to talk to her about all the services the Inner Wheel has undertaken in those territories. The 

President's visit will end at Atessa on May 19th and 20th, where with the Club of Atessa, we will 

organize a forum on internationality, a concert, and on the next day the Second District Assembly 

will take place.  
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SERVICES 

This year, the National Service will be addressed to a project for our District to the town of 

Capodacqua, a few kilometers from Ascoli Piceno, which was completely destroyed by the 

earthquake.  

 

November the 23rd in Rome, the National Council will meet. We will also see the representatives of 

the Italian Environment Fund, in which we will define and clarify the terms of our intervention and 

our visibility within this important service that involves a territory located in our District, and of 

which I will immediately inform you. 

 

DISTRICT SERVICE 

During last summer, I was in the Arquata area for several times. I spoke with the Mayor and the 

Principals of the local schools, but it is difficult to find a small project that can be useful to the area. 

Our idea of a playground is not achievable in a territory where all the earthquake rubbles have not 

been removed yet; actually their first aim is to reconstruct houses and working places. 

 

As you have seen from the images presented by our National President, the Oratory of the Madonna 

of the Sun has been kept up thanks to the intervention of the Fire Fighters, who with their outstanding 

work, have harnessed the whole structure. On that small but precious little Church, the Italian 

Environment Fund will intervene and the Inner Wheel will restore it.  

But, all around it there is only destruction.  

 

With the Chairman of District 206 Daniela Sieghel, who is now visiting our District, we witnessed 

the weeping of the owner of one of the destroyed houses; among the rubbles she recognized her 

fireplace. 

Besides the art operas, villages need to be rebuilt so that the history and life of those places will not 

die. We as District 209 do not have the economic strength to rebuild, but we can rely on the strength 

of the ideas of our young people.  

We therefore propose a District Service aimed at young architects for a contest of ideas on the future 

of the villages destroyed by the earthquake; the winner of the contest will be awarded with the sum 

that we collect.  

 

We believe that ideas are important and those of the young people are fundamental, and that they 

represent a stimulus for the leaders of this Country which, unfortunately, often lack project planning. 

I have already spoken with the President of the Association of Architects and Engineers of the 

Province of Ascoli Piceno, and in the next few days he will draft a call. I will let you know about it.  

All the money that the Clubs are giving me in place of the traditional gift to the District Chairman, 

will be converged in this service. 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

Dear Friends, we are called onto important challenges for both us and the Association we represent.  

The Inner Wheel is moving to great lengths away from a past that was characterized by strong ties 

with the Rotary Club, towards a present where we walk together along the same road, the road of 

service, correctness, ethics, understanding, and peace among all people.  

So let's look up high and proud towards the future, let’s work together so that our beloved Association 

is known and recognized all over the world. 

 

Let’s leave a lasting trace of our transit.  

Antonella  
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Report of the 

Secretary 

Franca Di Cesare Romagnoli  

 

 

  
 
 

Good morning everybody,  

 

I would like to thank the Friends from the whole District who have had faith in me by assigning me 

this important role, and I hope to be up to the tasks you have entrusted me with.  

 

A special thank you is for our District Chairman, who in the name of Friendship allows us to work in 

full respect of our different roles and of the rules. 

 

Dear Friends, we do not realize how lucky we are!!!!!!! 

We are part of an Association that promotes Friendship and we are its ambassadors. 

 

We should be the healthy carriers of those values that today seem to be blurred. 

Let me cite two words from the book: “IF YOU LOVE ME TALK TO ME”, written by a Member of 

my Club and a real friend: Cristina Zenobi: 

 

...... “What is a society where the other one does not exist, where the words love and emotion are 

meaningless !!!” 

 

Where selfishness, jealousy, ambition, supremacy come first 
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“WITH NEITHER HONOR, NOR RESPECT” ...... 

 

 

It is true, our society has a great need to go back to talking about respect, among young people and 

even among the less young ones, so that each one fully understands its true meaning. This is a feeling 

that is the basis of all types of communications, of exchanges with one another and also with oneself. 

 

Without respect there is no love, no passion, no peace, no beauty, let alone justice! We cannot expect 

to have others accept the rules if RESPECT is no longer the foundation. 

 

At this point, I ask the secretaries and all of you a favor, help me to make everybody understand the 

rules, to be punctual, but above all to respect and love each other. 

 

Thank you.  I wish you a serene and joyful Assembly. 

Franca 
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Report of the 

Extension Chairman   

Rita Babini Albertini 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

just like the speakers who have preceded me, I also greet everybody. 

This year as Extension Chairman, I will have the help of four Friends from our District who are 

part of the Extension Committee, please meet: 

 

 Grazia Paola Finori Castorina from the Club of Isernia; 

 Norma Lattanzio Bellucci from the Club of Pescara; 

 Lilli Pasini Bordoni from the Club of Rimini e Rivera; 

 Paola Salvatori Parri from the Club of Siena. 

I will follow the successful route tracked last year by the Past Extension Chairman Antonella 

Taffoni Roncarolo, now our District Chairman. 

 

Together we shared the constant relationships with all the Members of the Clubs in the District. 

 
Each Member of the Committee will be close to the Clubs in order: 
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- to make everyone feel that the District is not so far away; 

- to stimulate and increase the number of Members; 

- to offer our assistance and support in any case of extension difficulties. 

 

We will strive to have constant relationships with the Clubs, with the aim of developing 

extension projects to increase the number of Members and to keep harmony among them. 
Moreover, all contacts will certainly be a means for consolidating our friendship and creating 

the prerequisite to better appreciate our Association in our territory. 

Each Member of the Committee will contact all the Club Past Presidents, who by Regulation, 

are required to promote extension and to propose new initiatives aimed at extension. 

  
I remind all of you that after the Istanbul Convention, women who have no familial relationships 

with Inner Wheel or Rotary Members can be accepted to be a part of our Association. Also, after 

the Copenhagen Convention, it is possible to form a new Club even with only 10 members. 

 
It is clear that these new rules allow the opening of new clubs more easily. 

 

During my year, I hope to increase the number of clubs in our District with the commitment of 

all. 

To conclude, I wish to remind all of you the mission of our Inner Wheel: 

 

- to promote true friendship; 

- to encourage the ideals of individual service; 

- to favor international understanding. 

 

Thank you 

Rita 
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Report of the 

International Service 

Chairman  

Gabriele Laudani Tanzer 

 

 

 
 
Good morning to all Inner Wheel Authorities, Club Delegates, Presidents, Members. 
 

First and foremost, I thank you for having entrusted me with this role, which I will perform in the 

spirit of continuity, in the furrow of the previous International Service Chairmen. 

Welcome to Cecilia Mittica, from the Club of Siena and Member of the International Service 

Committee. I am sure she will be a great collaborator. 

 

Internationality is lived at the level of each club, by the International Service Organizers. To each of 

them I have already sent my first letter. 

Especially this year 2017-2018 I am looking forward to receiving the reports from all the Clubs 

concerning their work, because our District Chairman Antonella Roncarolo has planned a Forum on 

Internationality to be held at Atessa in May, in the presence of our International President. 

I will be happy to report on the details of all the contacts the Clubs in our beautiful District 209 have 

had with foreign clubs.  
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Also on a District level international contacts occur. For this reason, I am very happy to announce to 

all of you my proposal concerning our: 
District trip to Graz with a Contact between District 209 - Italy – and District 192 - Austria & Czech 

Republic. (The program was sent to all the Clubs in August). 

 

As it is known, contacts between Districts belonging in different countries is desirable. This means 

that the members want to meet in friendship, to know each other, to establish relationships, to plan 

common initiatives. The encounters may repeat over time and do not entail any obligation. 

 

There are many reasons behind this choice. 

The first concerns me personally, as I am native of Innsbruck, and therefore I am very close to my 

first Country, Austria. 

 

Furthermore, I have carefully followed the establishment of the first district in Austria, District 192. 

I remember the date, September the 28th, 2013; the place, Salzburg, which welcomed the celebration 

of this foundation, which was also attended by many Italian Friends of our District as well as our Past 

International President Gabriella Adami, the National Deputy Representative Cinzia Tomatis, the Past 

District Chairman Maria Cristina Pellicioni, with some friends from her Club of Rimini, as well as 

the Past Board Director Luisa Vinciguerra from Turin, who is a welcomed Friend of our District. 

Always in Austria, I would like to remind another District trip to Vienna and its UN headquarters, 

with the Past District Chairman Alessandra Colcelli, now Past President of the National Council, who 

was accompanied by the UN Representative Ceja Gregor Hu. 

Later, upon the invitation of the District Chairman Daniela Soderi, Ceja Gregor Hu came to our 1st 

District Assembly, where she illustrated the complex work she had done.  

Other meetings have also taken place with clubs in District 192. I would like to mention the one with 

my Club of Florence Medicea - during a trip to Innsbruck. A fantastic meeting with my mother's Club 

and her Friends husbands belonging in several Rotary Clubs. I remember it very well, at the time of 

President Manuela Spasari. The Club of Perugia met with the Club of Salzburg, and last year, finally, 

President Edy Cardini from the Club of Florence Iris met with the Club of Wien Nord – Ost, in Vienna. 

Perhaps there have also been other contacts with Austria, of which I am not informed.  

I hope I am not forgetting anyone! 

 

Consequently, since the relations between our two Districts have already begun through the meetings 

mentioned above, I felt like organizing an official opportunity so to leave a tangible sign of Inner 

Wheel Friendship in our mutual stories. 

I chose the city of Graz because it is perhaps less well-known than Vienna, Salzburg or Innsbruck. It 

is certainly a beautiful City that offers so much. It is an imperial City, a Renaissance jewel, a City of 

science and architecture, where modernity and tradition harmoniously coexist.  

 

Moreover, being during Christmas Season, we will visit Christmas Markets and much more. 

 

As International Service Chairman of my District 209, Italy, I have also the duty to organize 

encounters with foreign Districts and Clubs. International Understanding is one of the missions of 

our Association. 
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I have great relationships with many Members of District 192, Austria.   Now it is a small District 

with only 7 Clubs, but it has a National Representative, Gertie Munro, and a Board Director Gabriele 

Schrumpf. 

  

• READING OF THE LETTER WE RECEIVED FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF 

DISTRICT 192 

 

• SLIDESHOW OF GRAZ AND OF THE PLACES WE WILL VISIT ON OUR TRIP, 

AND OF PICTURES TAKEN DURING THE FOUNDATION OF DISTRICT 192 

 

I am available for any questions and I remind you that the deadline is October 6th, 2017.  
 

Thank you all for your attention. 

Gabriele  
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Report of the 

Editor  

Marialuisa Pallotta 

Evangelista 

 

 
 

I greet our District Chairman Antonella Taffoni Roncarolo, as well as all Inner Wheel, Rotary, 

Rotaract and Civil Authorities here at this 45th Assembly of District 209 - Italy.  

 

Dear Friends, it is an honor for me to have been chosen by you as District Editor, and thank you for 

the trust you have placed in me. I am aware of the complexity of this task. The editor, for me, is the 

figure that gives voice to words and gives them a soul. She interprets the feelings of the writer, who 

must meet the fundamental requirements, first of all intellectual honesty and then the sensitivity to 

understand the different languages, harmonizing them together without altering their meaning.  

 

Today, communicating is crucial. Communication has become overwhelming. We use new 

technologies that allow us to "erase time!"  Waiting no longer exists! 

The speed with which we communicate has led to an acceleration of our daily rhythms, delineating 

our habits and modifying our own lifestyles. 

We live in the era of communication, but we do not always know how to create an effective and 

conscious message. With the linguistic impoverishment, we are not able to give shape and substance 

to ideas, privileging images over words. 
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However, we are witnessing an unstoppable and continuous process of technological transformation 

to which we must necessarily adapt, otherwise we would be left out of society and reality itself. 

Nonetheless, we must not lose those healthy habits that still push us to reflect on a word and on its 

effects, to enjoy reading an old dusty book, if we find ourselves in it.  

 

As Editor of District 209, for the effectiveness of communication, I would like to be able to reconcile 

the old good practices with the new ones, combining the old linguistic sophistication with today’s 

speed of writing; from the paper bulletin to the online magazine "The Voice of the District", which 

has been sent to all the Members of the 36 Clubs in our District. A Special Edition of "The Voice of 

the District" has been printed for this 45th District Assembly, and handed out to all of you here.  
 

Our Association grows and strengthens first and foremost thanks to all the sound humanitarian actions 

and cultural events it promotes, but also thanks to the power of the social means that spread our work 

in different and effective ways. The Internet represents, also for the Inner Wheel, the opportunity to 

have an open window onto the world, to build a dense network of relationships from one end of the 

Earth to the other. So, now, you can find our District 209 also on Facebook. Instead, you can directly 

access the official Inner Wheel Italy website with the QR Code.  

 

Dear District Chairman, dear Antonella, I am sure that the year that just began a few months ago, 

with the support of the whole District Committee, will be the source of a new light, a brighter and 

more radiant path to follow, in order to create the many projects that you have planned a long time 

ago, so to leave to our children, to our youth, a legacy of our work, a lasting trace!  

 

Dear Friends, I would like to conclude with a reflection: if so many of us are here, and if a large 

number of us participates to all the events that the Inner Wheel promotes, it is for the pleasure of 

being ‘physically’ together. My thought is summarized by a sentence written by a Brazilian writer 

Paulo Coelho: "We can have all the media in the world, but nothing, absolutely nothing, replaces the 

gaze of a human being". 

 
Thank you 

Marialuisa  

 

 

 

 

 

  



  
  Translated by your Webmaster Franca Sabatini Daniele  

         
 

 

 

 

 

 

Report of the 

Webmaster 

Franca Sabatini Daniele 

 

 

  
My dearest, 

 

I thank all Inner Wheel and Rotary Authorities.  

 

I thank the Friends from the Clubs of San Benedetto and Ascoli Piceno for their warm welcome in 

their splendid Cities.  

 

I thank the Past District Chairman Maria Pia and all the Past District Committee Members for having 

entrusted me with this role, and the Past District Webmaster Viviana for having left me a website “in 

wonderful shape”.  

 

I also thank our National Webmaster Maria for her tireless and kind, constant presence. 

 

Last but not least, I thank our District Chairman Antonella and all the Friends from the District 

Committee. 

  

Technology is increasingly more part of our lives, and it accompanies us in our daily activities. 

Therefore, I would like to urge all of you to understand, how important it is that we begin to have a 

daily relation also with our beautiful Inner Wheel website. An extremely powerful means of 

communication is available to all of us, and as District Webmaster, I feel the necessity to involve all 

of you, my dear Friends, with maintaining and enriching all the Internet spaces assigned to our Clubs 

and to our District. 
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To this aim, and I am certain that you will appreciate it, this year, you will find a very rich 

DOCUMENTS section, where all the reports from all District Assemblies and Meetings will be 

published. You will also find entire files and pages dedicated to training and to all the information 

the District wishes to address to all of you Members. We have extensively talked about this yesterday. 

Finally, you will find all the editions of our magnificent internal District Magazine “The Voice of 

the District” edited by our dear District Editor Marialuisa. 

 

I proposed to our District Chairman and to the whole District Committee, which approved, to enrich 

our District website in the following ways: 

 

• to create an online friendly list reporting all Members’ data, obviously it must be accessible 

only by IIW Members; 

• to create a pop-up reporting also our District service bank account, in which our District 

Chairman presents the District services, so to attract external donations; 

• to create institutional e-mails for each role in each club, so to avoid using our personal mails 

and the spasmodic search of the Officers of the clubs for that year, and to have an immediate 

link with them. 

 

These three last proposals will have to be brought by our District Chairman to the Italian 

National Council for approval, and I will update you on them at the end of the year.  

 

Thank you for your attention!    

Franca  

 

P.S.: Just before I was starting my Report, voting procedures for the nomination of Webmaster for 

the year 2018-2019 ended: 

I WON! 

I thank all the Club Delegates and all the District Committee Friends who have confirmed me 

as Webmaster, showing me their support and trust.  

 

 


